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nerves is depraved before they come out of their nurfery ;
and this kind of depravity has more influence over the
mind, and confequently over morals, than is commonly

apprehended. But it would be well if fuch caufes onl
acted towards the debafement of the fex; their morz
education is, if poflible, more abfurd than their phyfical.
The principles and nature of virtue, whichare never pro-
gerly explained to boys, are kept quite a myftery to girls.
‘hey are told indeed, that they muft abftain from thofe
vices which are contrary to their perfonal happinefs, or
they will be regarded as criminals, both by God and
man ; but all the higher parts of re@itude, every thing
that ennobles our being, and that renders us both in-
noxious and ufeful, is either not taught, or is taught in
fuch a manner as to leave no proper impreflion on the
mind. This is o obvious a truth, that the defe@ts of
female education have ever been 2 fruitful topic of de-
clamation for the moralift ; but not one of this clafs of
writers have laid down any judicious rules for amend-
ment. Whilft we ftill-retain the abfurd notion of a fex-
ual excellence, it will militate againft the perfecting a
plan of education for either fex. The judicious Addifon
animadverts on the abfurdity of bringing a young lady
up with no higher idea of the end of education than to
make her agreeable to a hufband, and confining the ne-
ceffary excellence for this happy acquifition to the mere
graces of perfon.
Every parent and tutor may not exprefs himfelf in the
fame manner as is marked out by Addifon; yet certain
it is, that the admiration of the other fex is held out to
women as the higheft honour they can attain ; and whilft
this is confidered as their{/imum bonum, and the beauty
of their perfons the chief defideratum of men, Vanity,
and its companion Envy, mult wint, in their charaders,
every native and every acquired excellence. Nor can
you, Hortenfia, deny, that thefe qualities, when united
10 ignorance, are fully equal to the engendering and
rivetting all thofe vices and foibles which are peculiar to
the female fex ; vices and foibles which have caufed
them to be confidered, in ancient times, as beneath cul-
tivation,
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tivation, and in modern days have fubje&ted them to the
cenfure and ridicule of writers of all defcriptions, from
the deep thinking philofopher to the man of ton and gal-
lantry, who, by the bye, fometimes diftinguifhes himfelf
by qualities which are not greatly fuperior to thofe he
defpifes in women. Nor can I better illuftrate the truth
of this obfervation than by the following picture, to be
found in the polite and gallant Chefterfield. ¢ Women,”
fags his Lordfhip, *¢ are only children of a larger

rowth. They have an entertaining tattle, fometimes
wit; but for folid reafoning, and good fenfe, 1 never in
my life knew one that had it, or who a&ed or reafoned
in confequence of it for four and twenty hours together.
A man of fenfe only trifles with them, plays with them,
humours and flatters them, as he does an engaging
child ; but he neither confults them, nor trufts them in
ferious matters.”’
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LETTER XXHOE
Coguettry.

THOUGH the fituation of women in modern Eu-
rope, Hortenfia, when compared with that condition of
abje& flavery in which they have always been held in the
ealt, may be confidered as brilliant ; yet if we withhold
comparifon, and take the matter in a pofitive fenfe, we
thall have no great reafon to boaft of our privileges, or of
the candour and indul?encc of the men towards us.
For with a total and abfolute exclufion of every political
right to the fex in general, married women, whofe fitu-
ation d¢mands 2 particular indulgence, have hardly a ci-

vil
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vil right to fave them from the groffeft injuries; and'
. though the gallantry of fome of the European focieties
have neceffarily produced indulgence, yet in others the
faults of women are treated with a feverity and rancour
which militates againft every F-inciplc of religion and
common fenfe. Faults, my friend, I hear you fay;
you take the matter in too general a fenfe; you know
there is but cne fault which 2 woman of honour may not
commit with impunity ; let her only take care that fhe
is pot caught in a love intrigue, and fhe may lie, fhe
may deceive, fhe may defame, fhe may ruin her own fa-
mily with gaming, and the peace of twenty others with
her cequettry, and yet preferve both her reputation and
her peace. Thefe are glorious privileges indeed, Hor-
tenfia ; but whilfl plays and noveﬂ are the favourite ftudy
of the feir, whilfl the admiration of men continues to be
fct forth as the chief honour of woman, whilft power is
only acquired by perfonal charms, whilft continual dif-
fipation - banifhes the honour of refle@ion, Nature and
flattery will too often prevail ; and when this is the cafe,
felf prefervaticn-will &ggcﬁ to. confeious wciknefs thofe
methods which are the moft likely to conceal the ruinous
trefpafs, however bafe and criminal they may be in their
nature. The crimes that women have committed, both
to conceal and to indulge their ratural tailings, fhock
the feclings of moral ferfe; but indced cvery love in-
trigue, though it does net terminate in fuch horrid caraf-
troples, mult rawrally tend ro debafe the female mind,
from its violence to ccucational impreflions, from the fe-
crecy with which it muft Le conduéied, and the depen-
dancy to which the intrigues, if fhe is a weman of re-
wation, is fubj.@led. Lying, flattery, hypeerify, bri
r:xy, and a long catalogue of the meaneft of the human

vices, muft all be empicved to preferve necefliry a
pearances. Hence delicacy of fentiment gracually de-
creafes ; the warnings of virtue are no longer felt; the
mind becomes cortupted, and lies open to every folis
citation’ which appetite or pafion prefents.  This muft
be the natural ccurfe of things in every Leing formed
after the human plan ; but it gives rife to the witc and
3 feclith
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foolih cbfervation, that the firft faul againft ity in:
woman has a radical power to m“h’m
But no fuch frail beings come out of the hands of Na-
T adly seegaat' £ iy S0
to be fo () H al

of fituation and :i?éﬁon,. women feldom become en-
tirely abandoned till they are thrown into:a flare of
defperation by the venomous rancour of their owm

fex.

The fnﬁeﬁority of addrefs peculiar to the famale fex,
fays Rouffeau, is a very equitable imdemnification for
their inferiority in point of ftrength. Withour this,
woman would not be the companion of man, but his
flave; itis by her fuperior art and ingenuity that fhe
mnﬂ her equality, and governs him, whilft fhe af

to obey. Woman has eve:z thing againft her; as
well our faults, as her own timidity and weaknefs. She
bas nothing in her favor but her fubtlety and ber beau-
ty; is it not very reafonable therefore that fhe fhould
cultivate both ?

I am perfuaded that Rouffean’s underftanding was
o goeod to have led him into this error, had he not
been blinded by his pride and his fenfuality. The firft
was foothed by the opinion of fuperiority, lulled inte
acquiefcence by cajolement; and the fecond was ar-
tracted by the idea of women playing off all the arts of
coquettry to raife the paffions of the fex. Indeed the
author fully avows his fentiments, by acknowledging
that he would have a young French woman cultivate hep
agreeable talents, in’ order to pleafe her future hufband,
with as much care and affiduity as 2 young Ci
cultivates her’s to fit her for the harem of an cafters

aw.

Thefe agrecable talents, as the author expreffes ity
are played off to great advantage by women in all the
courts of Europe; who, for the arts of female allure-
ment, do not give place to the Circaflian. But it is the
practice of thefe arts, dire@ed to enthral the mem,
which a& in a peculiar manner to corrupting the female
wind, Envy, malice, jealoufy, a cruel dehght in. in-

fpiring
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fpiring fentiments which at firft perhaps were never in-
tended to be reciprocal, are leading features in the cha-
ra&er of the coquet, whofe aim is to fubjec the whole
world to her own humour ; but in this vain attempt fhe
commonly facrifices both her decency and her virtue.

By the intrigues of women, and their rage for perfo-
nal power and importance, the whole world has been
filled with violence and injury ; and their levity and in-
fluence have proved fo hoﬁile to the exiftence or perma-
nence of rational manners, that it fully juftifies the
keenefs of Mr. Pope’s fatire on the fex.

?:it I hear my oneliﬁa fay, whither V'li" this gt of
moral anger carry you? I expe@ed an aj , inftead
ofa libclfeon womzz 3 acco«ri;g 0 youl?o d:%cyripcion of
the fex, the philofopher has more reafon to regret the
indulgence, than what you have fometimes termed the
injuftice of the men; and to look with greater compla-
cency on the furly manners of the ancient Greeks, and
the fllﬁﬂmefs of Kﬁa&ic luxury, than on the gallantry of
. modern Europe.

Though you have oftem heard me exprefs myfelf with
warmth in the vindication of female nature, Hortenfia,

et I never was an apologift for the condu& of women.
T cannot think the tﬁrlinefs of the Greek manners,
or the felfifhnefs of Afiatic luxury, a proper remedy to
the evil. If we could infpe@ narrowly into the domeftic
concerns of ancient and modern Afia, I dare fay we
fhould perceive that the firft fprings of the vaft machine
of fociety were fet a going by women; and as to the
Greeks, though it might be fuppofed that the peculiarity
of their manners would have rendered them indifferent
" to the fex, yet they were avowedly governed by them.
They only transferred that confidence which they ought
to have given their wives, to their courtezans, in the
fame manner as our Englifh hufbands do their tendernefs
and their complaifance. ‘I'hey will facrifice a wife of
fortune and family to refentment, or the love of change,
vided fhe give them rtunity, and bear with much
hriftian patience to be fupplanted by their footman in
the perfon of their miltrefs,
No;

P .
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No ; as Roufleau obferves, it was ordained by Pro-
vidence that women fhould govern fome way or another;
and all that reformation can do, is to take power out of
the hands of vice and folly, and place it where it will
not be liable to be abufed.

To do the fex juftice, it muft be confeffed that hiftory
does not fet forth more inftances of pofitive power abufed
by women, than by men; and when the fex have been:
taught wifdom by education, they will be glad to give
wp indire& influence for rational privileges; and the,
precarious fovereignty of an hour enjoyed with the
meaneft and mofl infamous of the fpecies, for thofe eftab-
lithed rights which, independent of aecidental circum=
ftances, may afford protecion to the whole fex.

LETTER XXIV.
Flattery— Chaflity—Male Rakes.

AFI‘ER all that has been advanced, Hortenfia, the
happinefs and perfection of the two fexes are fo reci
caﬁ; dependant on one another that, till both are re-
formed, there is no expeing excellence in either. The
candid Addifon has confeffed, that in order to embellifh
the miftrefs, you muft give a new education to the lover,
and teach the men not to be any longer dazzled by falfe
charms and unreal beauty.  Till this is the cafe, we muft
endeavour to palliate the evil we cannot remedy ; and,
in the education of our females, raife as m:‘lx‘:alrim to
the corruptions of the world, as our und: ding and
fenfe of things will permit. : o
s



