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“The laft fymptom of Pride that I fhall men-
tion, is the pronencfs and promptnefs obferv-
iblc in fome men,of vaunting theirownvirtue
or original, or exploits, upon all occafions 3
and making themfelves, and their anceftors,
their perpetual theme: for this is a fure indi-
cation that they are full of themfelves. And
this humour too often carrics men-into avain
oftentation of power, capacity, birth; and
fht_llkc; than which nothing can' be ‘more
ilous. And therefore Solomon riglitly
?ﬂ‘vifcth, Let another man praife thee, and
ot thine own mouths a fravger, andnot
thime own lips. “Praife indeed is a'debr,
juftly
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and amiable, that can, be. imagined: fc
though he was of more value in the {

Gop, than any, or perhaps all thofe o
city whom he was appointed to i
yet he did not dare to affert it by fclf) pmﬁ:
ﬁ}r we darc not (fays he) m&e our/él'vg: of
the umber, or compare ourﬁl've: wit, Jbgc
that, commend themfelves : but they "'J#'
ing themfelves by t/Jm’zfeIw:, and ¢ compare-
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coife:hut we (fays the apoftle) will ot M,qf
things. w:tboat our meafure, hcr;y,no
fuch thing asperfc&xon inman, All }“‘W

excellencies are comparative ; and hq;l thofe
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of their teacher, they had been M
humbled. | He was a man dxfhngu* ¢ \by
Gop, with great accomph{hmcnts and en-
dowments:
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dowhients: hb‘ﬁ:tﬁ‘wasphré “his plety fer-
vent ; ‘his zeal fof'the fetvice and honoat’ 8f
Gob,-ftrong and’ fteady; his life one feries
of fludying to d6'good ; his learning exten~
five) his addrefs decent and mafterly, and ih
the'perfedtion of what the polite world calls
good breeding; his judgment clear, his ftile
fublime, and his cloquence unequalled: and
yet all thefe could not fecure him thehonour
he well deferved from a vain and a felf-fuffi-
cient people, whofe united talents and mie.
rits were contemptible upon the comparifon::
yet all the ill treatment he received from
them, opcfatcd only to his own greater hu-
miliation in the fight of Gop, and more fer-
vent prayers for their amendment. Happy
are all thofe minifters and fervants of Jesus
CaRrisT, who can follow the example of his
patience, and his picty. '
And thus T have done with the feveral
fymptoms of Pride. But here it is proper td
obferve, That fince a diftin&tion of the fe-
veral ranks and orders of men is neceffary to
the government of the world, therefore a
proper fuppon of that diftin&ion is not Pride,
becaufe it is neceflary and ufeful, and 59_9_1_1_:_-

quently not faulty: and therefore for us to in-
terpret




